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1. ALTHOUGH FRENCH AND BRITISH HAVE COOPERATED FULLY IN 
CIAP STUDY AND PROBABLY KNOW WHAT THE TECHNICAL CONCLUS- 
IONS OF THE STUDY ARE LIKELY TO BE, BRITISH 

OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD US THEY ARE NEVERTHELESS VERY WORRIED 
ABOUT PUBLICATION OF CIAP REPORT BECAUSE IF PRESENTATION 
OF CONCLUSIONS NOT HANDLED CAREFULLY AND/OR IF MEDIA 
ELECTS TO SEIZE REPORT STATEMENTS OUT OF PROPER CONTEXT, 
STUDY COULD QUICKLY MUSHROOM INTO HIGHLY CONTROVERSIAL 
ISSUE THAT COULD CREATE VERY SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR CONCORDE 
OPERATIONS. IT WAS TO PREPARE FOR THIS CONTINGENCY THAT 
WE SUGGESTED (LONDON 365) CIAP OFFICIALS PROVIDE BRIEF- 
INGS FOR EMBASSIES PARIS AND LONDON AND FAA BRUSSELS. 

2. WE APPRECIATE CIAP OFFICIALS EFFORTS THUS FAR TO 

KEEP US INFORMED ON PROGRESS OF STUDY AND THEIR BRIEFINGS 
IN THE PAST HAVE BEEN MOST HELPFUL BUT WE BELIEVE THAT 
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WE BEGIN TO FOCUS ON UNDERSTANDING BETTER 
SOME OF THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE STUDY AND ON PINPOINTING 
FEATURES OF THE REPORT THAT MAY PROVOKE PUBLIC CONTROVER- 
SY RE SST OPERATIONS. 

3. RE NPRM ON SST NOISE. WE BELIEVE THAT EMBASSY PARIS 
ASSESSMENT (PARA 3 REFTEL) OF POLITICAL PROBLEM THAT 
WOULD ARISE IN EVENT USG IMPOSES A FEDERAL BARRIER TO 
CONCORDE SERVICES APPLIES SIMILARLY TO UK. CLEARLY IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO JUDGE WHETHER BRIEFING FOR EMBASSIES AND 
FAA BRUSSELS WOULD BE APPROPRIATE WITHOUT INFO RE CONTENT 
AND STATUS NPRM BUT IN SUGGESTING SUCH BRIEFINGS WE WERE 
MOVED BY CONCERN THAT WASHINGTON AGENCIES MIGHT DECIDE ON 
NPRM WHICH THEY WOULD CONSIDER FAIR AND GENEROUS TO 
CONCORDE INTERESTS BUT WHICH BRITISH AND FRENCH WOULD RE- 
GARD AS HIGHLY PREJUDICIAL. WE ARE THINKING OF 
SOMETHING LIKE A RULE WHICH MIGHT ACCOMMODATE ONLY A VERY 
LIMITED NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT. ALTHOUGH WE REMAIN CONVINCED 
THAT CONCORDE IS AN UNECONOMIC AIRCRAFT WITH VERY LIMITED 
COMMERCIAL FUTURE. THERE ARE MANY IN UK AND FRANCE WHO DO 
NOT SHARE THAT VIEW. THERE ARE ALSO SOME WHO, REGARDLESS 
OF THEIR OWN PRIVATE ASSESSMENT OF CONCORDE S LIMITED 
PROSPECTS, WOULD SEE IT TO THEIR ADVANTAGE TO USE US 
ACTION IN THIS AREA TO RALLY SUPPORT FOR ADOPTION OF 
EUROPEAN AIRCRAFT POLICY THAT WOULD BE DETRIMENTAL TO US 
INTERESTS. CONSEQUENTLY, WE BELIEVE A US NOISE RULE 
ACCOMMODATING ONLY A SMALL NUMBER OF CONCORDES COULD 
RAISE SERIOUS PROBLEMS. MAGNITUDE OF PROBLEM CREATED 
WOULD PROBABLY VARY INVERSELY WITH NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT 
ACCOMMODATED. IF SUCH AN APPROACH IS UNDER CONSIDERATION, 
WE WOULD HOPE TO BE BRIEFED ON ITS RATIONALE AND CONSULTED 
REGARDING ITS POSSIBLE POLITICAL IMPACT. 
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